Dear Editor

I need to inform Mr. Vander Doelen of a few errors in his article "CAW needs to bend"

Right from the getgo he makes a mistake with his title. The CAW HAS already bent on more than one occasion. The latest contract cost the average tradesman at Chrysler AT THE VERY LEAST 9 % just on the AWS alone. That is right. On just a 5 day pay they lost 9 % right off the top, not to mention the huge reduction in overtime. The production workers didn't lose the 9% but had to work 2.5 hours a week longer for their 40 hour pay. Then the .35 cent drug plan got tossed out of the window. We were told that it would now be 10 % co-pay on drugs, but it is in fact much more than that. Once the dispensing fee hits $11.01 or more you must pay the full dispensing fee PLUS 10% of your script. Retiree or worker, we will pay 100 % of those dispensing fees. On top of that, we will all be losing a paid week of vacation each of the 3 years. 

"Given the desperate sabre-rattling we've heard from the union in recent weeks, expect a public war of some kind to break out; marches, picketing, threats, boycotts. Who knows." You are speaking inflammatory words that serve only to paint a public picture of our labour leaders as riotous thugs. I will not stoop to your level Mr. Vander Doelen. 

""But it's only loan guarantees!" Windsor autoworkers keep wailing to the rest of us, to no avail. Taxpayers and the media keep referring to the loan guarantees as a bailout, so a bailout it is. The mob has spoken." I'm sure that you are more intelligent than that. It is a loan, which will be repaid. Truth matters not the mob.

“There are no guarantees the rescue of the Detroit auto industry and its Canadian subsidiaries is going to work.”

There is no guarantee that you will have a job 6 months from now either.

“Given the track records of the parties involved in the talks, there is a very real possibility the CAW will refuse to bend enough for GM and Chrysler during these talks -- and by extension, given the inviolable rules of pattern bargaining, thumb their noses at Ford, too.”

This is absolute ignorance. We haven’t had a strike for over 20 years so obviously the CAW has bent and NEGOTIATED , in the past. So, the track record is excellent for the CAW.

“The ugly truth is this: the mathematics of the industry no longer work. They haven't worked for a good two decades, but it took this long to burn the last of Detroit's assets and credit lines. A new cost/spending equation must be worked out.”

Our labour costs ,in Windsor, are but a small fraction of the cost of the vehicle. Every contract, more and more jobs have disappeared and more and more automation including robotics have replaced workers, making the industry leaner and leaner. The Big 3 have posted BILLIONS of dollars , in profits in the past 20 years.

“Detroit has a huge financial hole to climb out of. It doesn't matter if the workers on one side of the Detroit River are six per cent more efficient than those on the other side; it doesn't make anybody six per cent less broke.”

And you call yourself an auto analyst? Six percent more efficient makes six percent more cars for the same price, so you need six percent fewer workers for six percent less wages.

“The automotive world as we knew it has ended, for those of us who breathe that air every day. We are now negotiating the form of our possible future. Cross your fingers.”

The publishing world as we knew it has also ended. It is called “the internet” now.

Dan Laskowski
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